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Date: 26 April 2021 
Our ref:  349188 
Your ref: 20200847 
  

 
 
www.broadland.gov.uk/plans 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 
 

 
 Customer Services 
 Hornbeam House 

 Crewe Business Park 
 Electra Way 

 Crewe 
 Cheshire 

 CW1 6GJ 

 
 T 0300 060 3900 

  

 
Dear Mr Judson 
 
Planning consultation: residential development for 141 dwellings with associated open space, 
highway and landscaping works 
Location: Land West of Broomhill Lane, Reepham 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 25 March 2021 which was received by Natural 
England on the same date.   
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.    
 
The Habitats Regulations and SSSI Assessment  
Norfolk Valley Fen SAC, Booton Common SSSI and Whitwell Common SSSI are within close 
proximity to the proposal and Booton Common is accessible via a series of public footpaths.  
Whilst we recognise that access to these sites is limited, it is still possible that residents will visit as 
they are closely located areas of accessible greenspace and space such as this has become 
increasingly more important over the past year.   
 
We refer to our previous advice letter written on the 13th May 2020 (our ref: 315504) which 
requested further information about how onsite green infrastructure and footpaths would connect 
with the wider network and landscape. Natural England encourages any proposal to incorporate 
measures to help improve people’s access to the natural environment. Measures such as 
reinstating existing footpaths together with the creation of new footpaths and bridleways should be 
considered. Links to other green networks and, where appropriate, urban fringe areas should also 
be explored to help promote the creation of wider green infrastructure. Relevant aspects of local 
authority green infrastructure strategies should be delivered where appropriate.  
 
Connecting onsite footpaths with the surrounding network and accessible green space would 
present opportunities for recreation whilst reducing impacts at designated sites. We advise that the 
proposal includes advertised and signposted routes which connect to the wider network and links to 
alternative greenspace to reduce recreation impacts at surrounding designated sites.  
 
Water quality 
We understand from paragraph 3.15 of the Habitats Regulations Assessment that the proposal will 
be connected to the mains for both water supply and foul water drainage.  
 
We support the use of sustainable drainage systems as recommended in the HRA and in line with 
site allocation policy REP1. These systems can be used to create wetland habitats for wildlife in an 
attractive aquatic setting. We advise that this is considered and incorporated into the design, the 
CIRIA guidance provides useful information about integrating SUDs and biodiversity. The 

https://www.susdrain.org/resources/ciria-guidance.html
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maintenance of SuD’s should be provided for the lifetime of the project.   
  
We advise that the relevant water companies and Environment Agency are contacted to confirm 
that there is sufficient capacity to supply the proposed development. 
 
Protected species 
Natural England has produced standing advice1 to help planning authorities understand the impact 
of particular developments on protected species. We advise you to refer to this advice. Natural 
England will only provide bespoke advice on protected species where they form part of a SSSI or in 
exceptional circumstances  
 
Net gain  
Biodiversity net gain is a key tool to help nature’s recovery and is also fundamental to health and 
wellbeing as well as creating attractive and sustainable places to live and work in. We draw your 
attention to Para 170, point d and Para 175, point d of the National Planning Policy Framework 
which states that:  
  
Para 170: “Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
environment by:   
  
d) minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing coherent 
ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures”.  
  
Para 175: “When determining planning applications, local planning authori ties should apply the 
following principles:   
  
d) development whose primary objective is to conserve or enhance biodiversity should be 
supported; while opportunities to incorporate biodiversity improvements in and around 
developments should be encouraged, especially where this can secure measurable net gains for 
biodiversity”.   
  
Natural England considers that all development, even small scale proposals, can make a 
contribution to biodiversity. Your authority may wish to refer to Technical Note 2 of the CIEEM guide 
which provide useful advice on how to incorporate biodiversity net gain into developments.   
 
Further general advice on consideration of protected species and other natural environment issues 
is provided at Annex A.  
 
Should the developer wish to discuss the detail of measures to mitigate the effects described above 
with Natural England, we recommend that they seek advice through our Discretionary Advice 
Service. 
 
 
Should the proposal change, please consult us again.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Victoria Wight 
Norfolk and Suffolk Team 

                                              
1 https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/developers-get-environmental-advice-on-your-planning-proposals
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/developers-get-environmental-advice-on-your-planning-proposals
https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals

